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A Junior Library Guild selectionSociety of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators Official 2016
Summer Reading ListIn this biography for middle-grade readers, Nancy Roe Pimm tells the
story of Geraldine “Jerrie” Mock, the first woman to fly solo around the world. In her trusty
Cessna, The Spirit of Columbus—also known as Charlie—she traveled from Columbus, Ohio,
on an eastward route that totaled nearly twenty-three thousand miles and took almost a month.
Overcoming wind, ice, mechanical problems, and maybe even sabotage, Mock
persevered.Mock caught the aviation bug at seven years old, when she rode in a Ford Trimotor
plane with her parents. In high school, she displayed a talent for math and science, and she was
the only woman in her aeronautical engineering classes at Ohio State University. Although she
then settled into domestic life, she never lost her interest in flying. What began as a joking
suggestion from her husband to fly around the world prompted her to pursue her childhood
dream. But the dream became a race, as another woman, Joan Merriam Smith, also sought to
be the first to circle the globe.Even though Mock beat Smith and accomplished what her heroine
Amelia Earhart had died trying to do, her feat was overshadowed by the Vietnam War and other
world events. Now, Pimm introduces Mock to a new generation of adventurers.
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SBW, “Bought for my granddaughter, ended up reading myself and keeping it! Will need to get a
second for my granddaugher!.. When I was in school I hated when the teacher said we had to do
a book report on someone. The books always seemed so boring to me. I recently read The
Jerrie Mock Story and thoroughly enjoyed it. I'm not sure if it is because I've matured, or if I
would have loved this book even as a kid, because it is so well written. Inspiring and informative.
Written with the youthful reader in mind, but as an older adult I enjoyed it completely. It contains
a glossary for unfamiliar words, a timeline of events, and snippets of additional details at the end
of every chapter adding to the learning experience. I read the book from cover to cover, even
reading the author's notes about how she came to write the story of Jerrie Mock, which I found
very interesting.”

Tiffany Brown, “Captivating Account of Becoming the First Woman to Fly Solo Around the World.
I thoroughly enjoyed this book about Jerrie Mock's experience of becoming the first woman to fly
solo around the world in 1964. While this book was written for a young adult audience, it's also
perfect for adults! The story is well-laid out, easy to follow, and filled with excellent details. For
anyone unfamiliar with Jerrie Mock's story, this is a must read. The author provides a thorough
overview of Jerrie's life, her personal experiences, the events leading up to her great
accomplishment, as well as the adventure of her world flight. Jerrie is truly an American legend,
and her story is 100% worth exploring!”

michelle levy, “My Daughter Loves This Book. "It's good. It's very inspirational. I love how Jerrie
Mock is so creative, and speaks her mind. She doesn't care what anyone else tells her. As she
travels to all the places in the world, she learns new things, and along the way becomes a more
compassionate person." - Adela, fourth grade”

Ann N. Mack, “Nancy Roe Pimm has introduced us to an amazing woman whose personality
and accomplishments radiate from the page. From the cover of The Jerrie Mock Story, we know
she was the first woman to fly solo around the world. However, that fact does not keep the reader
from turning pages to find out the next step in her adventure. Nancy Roe Pimm has introduced
us to an amazing woman whose personality and accomplishments radiate from the page. For
the young reader the challenges of being an adventurous woman in the 1960’s are easily seen.
Imagine a female astronaut today having to put on her heels before stepping out of the space
shuttle!”

jetkre, “Great Job!. Product arrived ahead of schedule in condition advertised. Great job!”

Cindy Messmore, “... this for my Granddaughter ( 12 yr) She really enjoyed it.. Bought this for my
Granddaughter ( 12 yr)  She really enjoyed it.”



pam, “Book was very informative and easy to read. Enjoyable story. I love this author!. Book was
very informative and easy to read. Enjoyable story.”

The book by Nancy Roe Pimm has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 19 people have provided feedback.
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